
Ciclesonide is  
an inactive prodrug

Activated to  
des-ciclesonide  
in the airway 

12x
more potent than 
dexamethasone 18

100x
more potent than 

ciclesonide 18

Des-ciclesonide binds  
to the glucocorticoid 
receptors in the lungs 

 

No statistically 

on serum cortisol
 

19, 20

The activated prodrug is 12x as potent  
compared to dexamethasone2

Administration of glucocorticoids 
may worsen existing bacterial, 
fungal, or viral infection. 
Secondary infections should 
be ruled out before prescribing 
ASERVO EQUIHALER. Inhaled 
glucocorticoids should be used 
with caution, if at all, in horses 
with active infection of the 
respiratory tract.
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Decrease in serum cortisol levels is 
a marker of systemic exposure to 

administered corticosteroids, and may 
reflect potential for increased risk  

of adverse consequences.7

Ciclesonide is  
an inactive prodrug

Activated to  
des-ciclesonide  
in the airway 

12x
more potent than 
dexamethasone 18

100x
more potent than 

ciclesonide 18

Des-ciclesonide binds  
to the glucocorticoid 
receptors in the lungs 

 

No statistically 

on serum cortisol
 

19, 20

Ciclesonide is  
an inactive prodrug

Activated to  
des-ciclesonide  
in the airway 

12x
more potent than 
dexamethasone 18

100x
more potent than 

ciclesonide 18

Des-ciclesonide binds  
to the glucocorticoid 
receptors in the lungs 

 

No statistically 

on serum cortisol
 

19, 20

3,4

Ciclesonide is  
an inactive prodrug

Activated to  
des-ciclesonide  
in the airway 

12x
more potent than 
dexamethasone 18

100x
more potent than 

ciclesonide 18

Des-ciclesonide binds  
to the glucocorticoid 
receptors in the lungs 

 

No statistically 

on serum cortisol
 

19, 20

2          

Prodrugs are chemicals with little  
or no pharmacological activity,  

and undergo biotransformation to a 
therapeutically active metabolite.2
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