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Could it be  
equine asthma?
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Bronchoalveolar Lavage Fluid (BALF) Cytology

Pulmonary function testing is the 
gold standard for assessing severity 
of equine asthma and response to 
treatment; however, it is limited to 
specialized respiratory centers. 12

neutrophils in BALF may mean 
severe equine asthma 1

>25%



Bronchoalveolar Lavage Fluid (BALF) Cytology

What’s in your BALF? 1

• Recommended as an aid in confirmation of diagnosis of equine asthma1 

• Recommended for monitoring the response to environmental modifications 

• NOT recommended in assessing the response to pharmacological treatments 13, 14



Pathophysiology of equine asthma



Terminology 1
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